Chemistry – Spring 2012 Semester
Souderton Area HS - Block 2
Instructor: Mr. Phil Cerami
E-mail: pcerami@soudertonsd.org  
Website: https://sites.google.com/a/soudertonsd.us/hs-science-cerami 
· Course Description: Chemistry is a college preparatory course designed to introduce students to chemistry concepts. Topics covered in the course include: dimensional analysis, measurement, atomic structure, periodicity, physical and chemical properties of matter, chemical reactions, nomenclature, stoichiometry, chemical bonding, solutions, gases, and acid/base theory. This course involves considerable laboratory work and mathematical computations. STUDENTS IN THIS COURSE SHOULD EXPECT TO BE CHALLENGED AND CAN ANTICIPATE AN EXTENDED WORKLOAD. 
· Prerequisites:  Grade of C in Biology and grade of C in Algebra I or B in Algebra IB.
· Credits: 1.0

· Core Text: Prentice Hall Chemistry – Connections to Our Changing World, 2nd Edition by LeMay, Beall, Robblee, and Brower


· Grading Scale: 98-100 (A+), 93-97 (A), 90-92 (A-), 87-89 (B+), 83-86 (B), 80-82 (B-), 77-79 (C+), 73-76 (C), 70-72 (C-), 67-69 (D+), 63-66 (D), 60-62 (D-), F (50-59), F- (below 50)
· Exams:  There will be a final exam in this course worth 20% of the course grade.
· Daily Materials: 3-ring notebook, paper, pens, pencils, index cards, paper for notes, and a scientific calculator are required (TI-30X models can be purchased for $10-15 at any local office supply store)

· Online: My e-mail address is pcerami@soudertonsd.org. Please feel free to e-mail me with questions. I check my mail early in the morning, check for responses before you leave for school.

URL:  – https://sites.google.com/a/soudertonsd.us/hs-science-cerami Click on “Chemistry” and then whatever topic we are currently studying. You can see the daily schedule, get answers, and download missing handouts. This website is an excellent resource – even if you might not understand the day’s lesson, you can check the website for tutorial videos and a recap of the day’s lesson!
· Types of Grades 
· Unit Exams (60-100 points) 
· Quizzes (5-15 points) 
· Lab Assignments (20-40 points)
· Large Lab Projects (60-100 points)
· Expectations (50 points) – This grade combines the homework grade and the safety grade for each quarter. Students will start with 50 points and lose points for missing homeworks or safety violations. Students can miss 2 homework assignments without penalty. After 2 missed homeworks, students will lose 5 points per missing assignment. Safety violations can vary in points missed, from 1 point for a minor infraction such as not having goggles on, to losing all expectations points for, say, intentionally throwing a beaker of acid against the wall. Students will be informed formally when they are losing points for safety.
· Behavior: Be courteous to others especially about listening when someone else is speaking. Treat others with the respect with which you expect to be treated. This class follows the same procedures as in your Student Handbook.

· Attendance: Attendance in class is extremely important, since much of what occurs in class is hands-on and cannot be duplicated upon your return. It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and to make up any missing work. I am available at before school, after school, and at lunch to discuss missed assignments. In short, you will have the number of days you missed to make up your work. Absences longer than a week will be discussed with the teacher to come up with a plan that does not overwhelm the student.

If you need to make up a lab, you will have one week to make up the lab. After one week, the materials for that lab will be put away and you will receive a “0” for the lab if it has not been made up. I arrive at school at 6:45 AM and am routinely available after school. It is your responsibility to coordinate lab makeups with Mr. Cerami.
Chemistry students are routinely those students who are school leaders and have many involvements. Make arrangements early to avoid missed assignments. Attendance on test days is especially important. Testing procedures will be discussed in class.
· Late Work: No late work is accepted (absences are different).  Two homework assignments may be dropped at the end of each quarter.


· Academic Honesty: Mr. Cerami will do what he can to see that the grade represents the work actually done by the student. During tests and quizzes, it is the student’s responsibility to BE innocent and to LOOK innocent. Be especially careful about talking at the end of the period. Behavior that APPEARS to be helping on a test will cause your test to be collected and marked zero.

· Laboratory Activities: Most lab experiments are performed in pairs or groups. Each person in the group is responsible for obtaining a copy of the data on the day of the lab. Each person turns in an individually completed lab assignment. 
· Parental Contact Policy: As a teacher of  10th-12th graders, I want to give students the opportunity to address their own academics in an individual, mature way, as in a very short time, they will be 100% in charge of their academics and/or responsibilities in college or in the workforce. Sometimes, however, it becomes necessary or desirable to make proactive contact with parents. I have found that it is good for both parents and students to know when I usually find it necessary to get in touch with parents. That being said, I welcome any attempt by parents to get in touch with me at any time, for any reason.
· I may contact parents for the following positive reasons:
· Noted improvement in behavior from previous quarter
· 20%+ improvement in exam score

· 10%+ improvement in marking period grade
· Perfect homework and/or attendance
· I may contact parents for the following negative reasons:
· Safety or behavioral issues (will ask for advice on correcting issue in class)

· 20%+ decrease in exam score

· 10%+ decrease in marking period grade
· 5+ missing homeworks for quarter

· Chronic absence on exam days or when major projects are due
