Lab Report Format

Lab reports must be word-processed.
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· Objective(s): State the purpose(s) of the experiment.

· Procedure:  Write, in a paragraph, a brief synopsis of the procedure conducted.  Please note that this is a summary of the procedure.  Do not simply copy the procedure.

· Data and Results:  Data are measurements and observations recorded during an experiment and results are calculations performed with these data.  The data and results sections may be combined into one or separated at your discretion.  Use data tables whenever possible.  

· Graph:  (If applicable)  Graphs must be done on graph paper and attention must be paid to neatness and accuracy.  Be sure to include a title and that the axes are properly labeled.

· Sample Calculations:  Show the work for one of each calculation type.  This may be hand-written.  Solutions to calculations must appear elsewhere in the lab report.  This section is simply for showing work.  There should not be any important information in this section that does not appear in another section.

· Questions:  It is not necessary to recopy the question, but be sure that they are properly numbered.  Work must be shown for calculation based questions.  Type the answers to the questions in the questions section and show the work in the sample calculations (if handwritten).

· Conclusion:  State whether or not the objectives of the experiment were met.  Support your conclusions with details from the experiment.  For example, if the objective of an experiment is to determine the molar mass of an unknown, the determined molar mass must be stated in the conclusion.  Also, it is appropriate to mention sources of error in the conclusion except when there is a specific question regarding error.

Though the experimentation process may, in many cases, be a joint effort, the lab report is always an individual effort.  Students with identical responses to any of the above sections will not receive credit.

Note:  The only portion of a lab report that may contain handwritten information is the sample calculations section.
***In the event of a printer malfunction, lab reports may be emailed to pcerami@soudertonsd.org. 

